WELCOME – GREETING AT THE OPENING SESSION OF THE MEETING OF BALKAN MAYORS

MONDAY 3 DECEMBER 2001 – 17:00 – MACEDONIA PALACE

 

Mayors of the Major Balkan Cities, Dear friends,

I am really happy and satisfied to welcome you once again to Thessaloniki, at the 2nd Meeting of Major Balkan Cities.

Our city, the city of Universities, Youth, Culture and Development has the honour and responsibility of welcoming the representatives of local societies living in the large cities of the Balkans, and is wearing its Sunday best to honour the Mayors of the Balkans.

Thessaloniki has hosted, up to date, numerous efforts for inter-Balkan communication and co-operation, while today it hosts the Organisation for the Balkans Reconstruction and the Stability Pact.

It looks to the North and the East with its Balkan eyes, with its European horizon and its Universal thought and it takes action with its agencies and citizens experiencing inter-Balkan co-operation in various manufacturing, academic and social sectors.

This hospitable city shakes hands with and embraces the Mayors of major Balkan cities, the persons who consider serving at their posts as a supreme duty of inspiration, action and effect for their land and citizens.

Our goal is to be useful to all those who have trusted us and honoured us by assigning us our mayor duties.

Our obligation is to use every way possible in order to maximize the effectiveness of our efforts, to exploit every opportunity in order to achieve our common goals, quickly, effectively and safely.

International inter-municipal co-operation opens new creative horizons, creates prospects, which – especially if under the auspices of the European Union - bring important benefits to out local societies.

During last year’s first meeting, we established this inter-municipal co-operation between the major cities of the sensitive and, at the same time, creative region of the Balkans, at this era of globalisation, accelerated change and communication.

For the first time, the Mayors of Major Balkan Cities met and communicated our will to co-operate and take joint actions.

To promote our role as dynamic regional centres, as important progress cradles that can undertake the implementation of developmental planning and promote decentralization in action.

To enhance the role and effectiveness of local Authorities in the development process and the management of local as well as broader affairs.

To develop friendship and co-operation, which will contribute to the development of our cities and the prosperity of our citizens, and will safeguard peace and stability in the region by expanding the friendly relations between the countries of the Balkans and their peoples.

To create an international city network, which will safeguard solidarity and mutual support between agencies, citizens and, of course, Municipalities by developing activities and joint initiatives.

We have addressed our City Councils to discuss the Conclusions of our 1st Meeting, to try to find ways to implement the Declaration adopted, to promote the implementation of the Friendship, Co-operation and Development Agreement we have proposed.

Today, having completed one year of discussions and having exchanged views, we are here once again, in Thessaloniki, to turn inter-Balkan, inter-municipal co-operation into action through the Network of Major Balkan Cities and its bodies, always based on the principles of the Friendship, Co-operation and Development Agreement mentioned above.

However, we are also here to promote sectors of co-operation that will form the core of our joint actions for next years.

Besides, since our last year’s meeting, we have realized that co-operation and joint action, apart from exchanging information, know-how and developing friendly, cultural and business contacts, can also be the object of mobilisation on major issues, such as reconstruction programmes, developmental programmes, co-operation programmes and, of course, exploitation of opportunities provided by the European Union for the development of common initiatives and co-operation schemes.

We are called upon to turn this into action today and tomorrow and plan the first action axes in order to turn our agreement into a substantial and effective project for our co-citizens. 

This is the most important condition for the success of our venture.

We cannot ignore the anxious and, some times, hurt eyes of the residents of major Balkan cities, which are full of hope for peace, transparency and creativity for the years to come, because these eyes are looking forward to the real outcomes of our efforts, without compromises, exclusions and hidden motives.

Besides, knowledge, which is multiplying rapidly – this useful tool for the achievement of our goals - as well as the needs of our cities and local societies make it imperative to us to take action immediately.

Science, commerce, tourism, energy, the environment, employment, vocational training are the main fields of action and co-operation as well as of important initiatives giving us a new, faster and more stable pace.

If we manage to move forward in a methodical and well organised manner, having a plan and determination, unity and consistency, then we will be able to offer important services to our citizens.

Because our goal is not to serve the political and economic ambitions of one political party, of one person or of one organised group.

Our conviction is that initiatives, programmes and projects should be directly or indirectly exploited by citizens, benefit local societies and, at the same time, protect the environment and inspire a sense of security.

United, we perform better..

The United Europe of subsidiarity and proximity, of regions and citizens, of policies and programmes is close to us and shows us the way.

I invite you all to unite our voices and forces and start this difficult but beautiful and creative trip towards the development of the Balkans, and bring our citizens to the foreground of developments.

Thessaloniki welcomes you and honours you as true friends, as equal partners, as reliable associates.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I believe that next year we will be at another Capital of the Balkans to continue this great effort we have started. Tomorrow we should decide on this issue, too.

Thus, it would be useful to apply today for the cities that will host the Meeting of the Mayors of the Major Balkan Cities in 2002 and 2003.

And in case there is no such candidacy, you should all know that I shall be waiting for you in December 2002 at the same place, here in Thessaloniki.

You should all see Thessaloniki as a friendly city that is willing to welcome you at any time.

Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Friends, Mayors of the Balkans,

As the Mayor of this city, I welcome you as worthy associates, as people expressing problems but also prospects, as persons who are willing to offer work and results.

I wish, from the bottom of my heart, that this meeting is useful and fertile and that it opens the road for the development of Balkan cities, on the basis of the real inter-municipal co-operation we have established.

Welcome, dear friends, welcome, dear associates, welcome, fellow travellers along this journey towards our vision of friendship, development and humanity for the peoples and the citizens of the Balkan countries.

