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Balkan Cities Network





Mayor’s Summit – 4/11/2006

DECLARATION OF ANKARA

The Mayors of the major Balkan Cities, members of the Network founded in 2000 in Thessaloniki, confirm today, the 4th of November 2006 in Ankara, presiding city of BALCINET, our dedication to the principles of cooperation and solidarity for the regeneration and development of our cities. 

Culture is the foundation of our cooperation and a prerequisite condition for peace, friendship and enhancement of our bonds. We take advantage of the existing cultural institutions in our countries and we promote their inter-Balkan inter-municipal nature with interventive actions to our governments. We institutionalize a 15-day festival of cultural events to be held in the presiding city and inter-Balkan modules in the cultural festivals held by the cities – members of BALCINET. All participants accept to organize BALCINET Culture Festival with participation of member of BALCINET as well as other cities of Balkans in August 2007 in ANKARA, which the Mayor of the Greater Ankara Municipality Honorable Mr. Melih Gökçek proposed. We support the institution of the Balkan Cultural Capital, i.e. the presiding city of BALCINET, as long as the related proposal will be set under the auspices of our countries’ governments in the framework of the Process for Cooperation in S.E. Europe. The cultural action plan of the Network will be finalized at the beginning of 2007.

Furthermore, in order to regenerate the historical sites within our cities, we promote joint actions and projects concerning the rehabilitation of monuments and the improvement of the urban environment, seeking for EU funding.

We set the European prospect of our countries as the main axis of our joint action. We aspire to make BALCINET a recognizable body that may cooperate with structures of the European Union, such as the Stability Pact for S.E. Europe as well as the Council of Europe, and take advantage of European programs and projects.

We are seeking for cooperation with this scheme through a proposal that we are planning to submit the Bulgarian Presidency (2007-2008) of the Process for Cooperation in S.E. Europe.

Aiming at a better information and communication of BALCINET with the member-Municipalities and their citizens, we are starting a cooperation scheme with the Association of Balkan News Agencies (ABNA), by sending the newsletters of BALCINET to the ABNA members and forwarding them to the mass media in the corresponding native language.

We elect the city of Sarajevo, to preside BALCINET for 2008 and we are meeting next year in Novi Sad, Presiding City for the year 2007.
[image: image1.png]_1224025683.bin

